


An independent EU agency

Analysing, assessing and providing information

: . . European
An interface between science and policy _ %} Environment
, Agency
Dependent upon strong networks to carry out its work YEARS




European Environment Information and Observation Network - Eionet

= *‘

1 Member countries

| Cooperatmg countnes

* This deslg h p j d p 5 0n
status, and n/me 1244, / dth /Cj
Opinion on h Kos D / n of Independen

Who we are

38 countries
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Around 2,000 experts
Organised in 13 Eionet groups

Supported by experts in 8 European Topic Centres

What we do

Delivering data, information and knowledge

The European environment — state and outlook

support for EU and National policy



European Parliament resolution, 15 September 2022

| ll ‘Calls on the Commission to urgently draw up
‘ a comprehensive EU-wide climate risk
- =< M assessment paying special attention to risks of
e droughts, forest fires, health threats, ecosystem

vulnerabilities and the effect on critical
infrastructure and network hotspots in order to
guide and prioritise short-, medium- and long-
term adaptation and resilience efforts”




European Council Conclusions, 30 June 2023

The European Council acknowledges the challenges posed
by cross-sectoral and cross-border crises and natural and
human-made disasters, many of which are exacerbated by
climate change and the evolving security landscape in
Europe and globally. It underlines the importance of
strengthening resilience in strategic areas through an all-
hazards approach to preparedness and response using

relevant mechanisms, including the Union Civil Protection
Mechanism.



Europe is not sufficiently prepared
for rapidly growing climate risks

Climate risks are growing rapidly as we
approach 1.5 degrees global warming.

Europe is the fastest warming continent.

Climate change threatens our ecosystems,
water resources, food and energy security,
health, infrastructure, and financial stability.

Southern Europe is a hotspot region for
multiple climate risks, in particular those
caused by extreme heat and droughts.

Low-lying coastal regions are another
hotspot for multiple climate risks.

eea.europa.eu/publications/european-climate-risk-assessment



https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/european-climate-risk-assessment
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Climatic risk drivers are accelerating in all regions

 Heatwaves are getting worse.

* Rain patterns are changing;
southern Europe is getting drier
and northern Europe gets wetter.

 Downpours are increasing in
magnitude across Europe.

 Droughts are increasing most
strongly in southern Europe.

« Sea levelrise is accelerating and
threatening coastal regions.
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EUCRA thematic factsheets:
Compilation of key impacts and risks and related risks drivers for selected systems and sectors

Terrestrial &
freshwater
ecosystems

Marine & coastal
ecosystems

Food production &

Water security food security

Human health

EUCRA risk storylines:

Energy

Built environment EU outermost regions

Key compound risks across systems and sectors that could trigger new or exacerbate pre-
existing crises and emergencies with relevance for the EU

Extreme heat and
prolonged drought

Large-scale flooding

Forest disturbances

Infectious diseases !
and carbon sinks

Major disruption of
critical infrastructure

Disruption of
international supply
chains

Stability of financial

markets and public \V/
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Urgent action

at EU level
needed In all
five risk clusters
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Impact chains for major climate risks related to food security
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Food production and food security: major climate risks

Climate change presents multiple risks to food production and food security in Europe.

Key climate hazards for food production include: reduced water availability; heat stress;
specific meteorological events, such as late frosts and heavy rain; current and new pests
and diseases; and deterioration of terrestrial, marine and freshwater ecosystems.

Crop production is already facing critical risks in southern Europe in periods of
prolonged drought and excessive heat, and substantial risks in Europe as a whole.

Food production that is water-intensive or heavily dependent on imported fodder is
particularly at risk from climate change.

Food and nutrition security in Europe is impacted by climate impacts on food and feed
production within as well as outside Europe, and by socio-economic factors.
Socially disadvantaged groups are facing the highest risk.
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Food production and food security: policy priorities

Addressing climate risks to food production and security requires many policy levers.
These include: adapting and transforming food production systems, influencing
demand, and improving access to nutritious foods for all population groups.

Increased efforts are urgently needed to manage the risk of prolonged drought,
including in the common agricultural policy (CAP) strategic plans of EU Member States.

The development and application of sustainable agricultural practices that enhance
ecosystem resilience should be supported at all policy levels.

Production changes and dietary shifts towards less animal-based products, and
targeted social policies are further levers to ensure food security in a changing climate.

The consistency and coherence of key EU policies affecting food production and
security needs to be improved.
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Key takeaways - policy and actions

We must act now to prevent locking ourselves into pathways that are not fit for the future.

Many adaptation actions have long planning or decision horizons, such as land-use planning,
infrastructure, and forestry. Action is needed now to avoid catastrophic risks in the future.

Climate adaptation policies need to consider multiple objectives to avoid maladaptation.

Adaptation policies can both support and conflict with other environmental, social and
economic policy objectives. Social justice is an important element of climate adaptation.

Most of the major climate risks are co-owned by the EU and its Member States.

Therefore, coordinated additional action is required at all governance levels,
with a focus on those population groups most affected by climate risks.

Stronger EU policy action is urgently needed to manage several major climate risks.

The EU can also play an important role in improving the analysis of major climate risks through

legislation, monitoring, co-funding and technical support. \V/
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EUCRA: Uptake by EU policymakers

European Commission Opening statement by Wopke Hoekstra, European
: : : Commissioner, on EU climate risk assessment, taking urgent
* 12 March: EC Communication action to improve security and resilience in Europe, extract

from the plenary session of the EP

European Parliament

e 12 March: Plenary debate
e 19 March: ENVI Committee

Council of the EU

o 25 March: Environment Council
o 11 Apri. WP Energy ; 7 = .
o 12 April. WP Environment e Langusoets): Ol Enolsh

Opening statement by Wopke HOEKSTRA, European Commissioner for Erancais, Deutsch, Italiano, Espanol

) 2 3 A p r| l \X/ P TO u rlS m Climate Action FAAnvika Portuaués Nederlands

(od Share the video

ID: 1-254302

B Type : Complete speech
& Date: 12/03/2024

Q@ Location(s): Strasbourg - EP/Louise-

Weiss

@ Tag(s): European Parliament - session

& Personalities: Wopke Hoekstra

Belgian Council Presidency

e 26 March: European Water Summit
o 22 April:  Unlocking Resilience in Europe and Belgium \V/
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« 23 April. Adaptation and resilience conference /-)



https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/b04a5ed8-83da-4007-9c25-1323ca4f3c92_en?filename=communication_on_managing_climate_risks_en.pdf
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-254302
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/committee-on-environment-public-health-and-food-safety_20240319-0845-COMMITTEE-ENVI
https://video.consilium.europa.eu/event/en/27397
https://www.vlaamsewaterweg.be/european-water-summit
https://www.cerac.be/unlocking-resilience-in-europe-and-belgium
https://frdo-cfdd.be/en/events-en/2024042324-adaptation-and-resilience-conference-2/

Climate-ADAPT: the European Climate Adaptation Platform
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https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/?set_language=it

Climate-ADAPT:
local case studies
on climate adaptation

climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/it/
knowledge/tools/case-study-explorer
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https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/it/knowledge/tools/case-study-explorer
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